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interest both in books and healthful play. As regards
the latter, or physical culture in any form, it was con-
sidered as a great indulgence of a necessary evil. To
prevent it as much as possible, all boys haying bad
marks were prohibited from play or exercise of any kind
or even taking a walk, it being usual to send offenders
to bed in the day-time, during play-hours. But at the
time of which I speak the idea that physical exercise
was a duty had no more entered the heads of parents or
teachers than that play was not in some way wicked, or
that study could be anything but disagreeable.

I am confident that examination of the subject can-
not fail to convince the reader of the great disadvantage
of the private school when conducted in an irresponsible
manner and as a mere business. When the teacher
regards his calling as something worse than what he
might have had or would have, he is to be respected as
the Western preacher was who always thought it would
have paid better if he had gone into the clock business.
There is no profession in which a man can exert so
much influence for good as in teaching and training,
and he whose heart is not in it should leave it at once.
If we were awake to our duties, the teacher would be
regarded as far more valuable to the community than
the military man or politician. It is a melancholy-
sight in reviewing the lives of American professional
politicians to read that so many of them have " risen;>
from keeping school to being lawyers, and from law to
the Legislature! This ascent seems like that of the
dough of Pauldmg's Dutch baker, which rose down*
ward.

I retain vivid and very numerous feelings and
memories of my school-days. Owing to certain causes